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lapidaki
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Eleni Lapidaki, University of Thessaloniki

THE ART OF ARTISTIC RECIPROCITY AS A WAY OF KNOWING THE WORLD
IN HIGHER MUSIC EDUCATION

Although facets of inter-arts collaborations at professional level have been an essential
component of music education research, there is little on inter-arts collaborations among
students of different art departments of a university in the framework of common courses. This
presentation discusses artistic reciprocity from an understanding of inter-artistic learning and
creativity as embodied and enactive between music and visual arts through sonic sensibility to
visual space and urban ecology. I will explore aspects of the learning of both university music and
visual art students undertaking the course “Inter-Artistic Creative Thinking,” in which one of the
key challenges is to enable visual art education students to ‘hear the picture’ and music education
students to visualize the sound.’ Thereby, the teaching and learning approach utilized aims to
disrupt, on the one hand, the perceived certainty by visual student-artists of a visual aesthetic
and, on the other, the perceived certainty by music student-artists of a musical aesthetic. [ will
also provide examples of a series of audio-visual projects that depict what learning occurs within
this collaborative environment of constant awareness of many artistic realities and attentiveness
to the creativity of others.

More specifically, this pedagogical approach focuses on how to create learning environments in
the music department where both music and visual art students can feel cherished, productive,
and fulfilled beyond mono-artistic boundaries and roles that are dictated by professionalism in a
particular artistic field. Furthermore, the teaching strategies that will be discussed illustrate
ways of tapping into one’s creative potential and putting it to work in a learning environment
that enables participant students to grasp the relational nature of our being-in-common.
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